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US: $11.99 
CAN: $12.99 


“WHAT A TREAT! | knew that Avi always had a dream to 


have a Japanese manga. Fantastic, eye-popping illustrations and an 
rarer gece] oy (ome e-1 (oto at-t mexo tere oYcn'covele id aCom oleltratel-lala-Meymliccm-lalemelo-tael 
THE INNOCENT gives further proof why Japanese manga keeps 


reauonvietavea: aie oe)oleitctutntacdernelered sleleraidalomyvevu(ell 


SIAN LEE 


"THE INNOCENT takes the best of Japanese and American 
storytelling, and combines it with the finest Korean artwork to 


form a mesmerizingly stylish comic. It should not be missed.” 


—SAM RAIMI 


“Firmly based in a crossroads of afterlife and material existence, 
it reads and shows like an esoteric haiku by way of anime and 


Lichtenstein and achieves comic book poetry.” 


—NICOLAS CAGE 


Yrongly executed for crimes he did not commit, a 
former detective isgiven a second chance at life. 





To earn that chance, however, thé man now known 
as Ash must use the supernatural abilities with which he has 
been infused to prevent the deaths of other innocents. But 
is Ash willing to dedicate himself to helping others, or is his 
thirst for vengeance against those who destroyed his life and his 
loved ones too powerful to ignore? 
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WHAT 
IS MY 
MISSION, 
HONORED 
COUNCIL? 


HUMANS 
ARE EN- 
TRENCHED 


NO ONE |S 
INNOCENT. 
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eel WILL 
THEN 


ABIDE BY 
PRAY YOU 
SUCCEED... 





<< 




















A SIMPLE 





MN 


- i » 


MU Nh il! 
i ui | | es 





4 hk | 











YOu YOU'RE 
SHOULD SAY = ey SUPPOSED 
SOMETHING S 

LIKE, "I WANT 
MY LIFE BACK,” 
OR “I DON'T 
BELIEVE THIS.” 





AREN'T 
YOu 
SUR- 
PRISED? 




















USUALLY, 
DECEASED 
HUMAN 
SOULS ARE 
PURIFIED AND 
REINCARNATED... 





».-BUT IN 
YOUR CASE, 
TOO MANY 
IMPURITIES 

REMAIN. 


YOu 
WOULDN'T 
HAPPEN TO 


HAVE A 
CIGARETTE, 
WOULD 
YOU? 

















PLLA LARISA 


THE 
COMMIT TEE 
SAID THAT 
YOU WERE 


- INNOCENT 
OF THE 
CRIME 

FOR WHICH 

YOU WERE 


1CONVICTED. 


IT HAVE ONE 
QUESTION 
FOR YOU— 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 


THE CITY 
ONE MORE 


I'M SURE 
THERE’RE 
THINGS 
YOu 
REGRET 
LEAVING 
BEHIND. 
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BLECH. 


M THIS IS WHY 


I DISLIKE 
HUMANS. 
AS YOU CAN 
SEE, YOU 
HAVE NO 
PHYSICAL 
BODY. 


IT'S NOT 
WE, IT'S 
You! 


|} IN YOUR 
CASE, IT’S 


JUST ASH. 


GUESS 
I’M 
REALLY 
DEAD, 
THEN... 


YOU NEED 
TO HELP 
THOSE 
WHO ARE 
CONVICTED 
WITHOUT 
GUILT. 


HURRY UP 
AND DO 
WHAT THE 
COMMIT TEE 
EXPECTS 
YOU TO DO. 


= 
WHEN WILL 
YOU GET IT 
THROUGH 
THAT THICK 
HEAD OF 
YOURS?! 
HAVEN'T I 


1) BEEN SAYING 


THAT ALL 


4 ALONG? 
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WHOA, YOU 
CATCH ON 
QUICKLY! 


THE ASHES WILL 
GIVE YOU THE 
POWERS YOU 
NEED TO HELP 
THE INNOCENT 
WHOM YOU'RE 
EXPECTED TO 


ASHES? 

WHAT'S 
INIT | 
FOR 
ME? 


& TO LEARN. YOu }'I\ 


---YOU NEED 
TO CONCEN- 
TRATE ON 
WHAT YOU 
LEFT BEHIND 
IN THIS 
WORLD— 
THE PEOPLE 
YOU LOVE. 


I KNEW YOu 
WOULD BE 
TOUGH. YOU 
HAVE A LOT 


CAN CREATE 
THINGS 
OUT OF THE 
ASHES. CAN'T 
YOU FIGURE 
IT OUT? 
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THE 
SUBSTANCE 
YOU'RE 
MADE OF IS 
THE BURNT 
EMBERS OF 
WHAT ONCE 


IT’S WHAT 
TIES YOU TO 
THE WORLD OF 
THE LIVING AND 
WHAT WILL BE 
YOUR CATALYST 
FOR CREATION. 
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YOU'RE 
NOT 
DEAD 
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WHEN YOUR 
.C)| memories 
| OF THIS 
F| WORLD ARE 
EXTIN- 
GUISHED... 
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BUT 
YOUR 
JOB IS 
TO LOOK 
DEEPER. 


ON THE 
SURFACE, 
SHE SEEMS 
LIKE A 
WOMAN 
UNWORTHY 
OF SAVING. 
A LITTLE BIT 
LIKE YOU. 


JUST 
ANOTHER 
LOWLY 
DENIZEN 
OF THIS 
CITY. 
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WE JUST 
NEED TO 
PROVE HER 
INNOCENCE, 
RIGHT? 
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SORRY, 
THIS IS 
SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT. 
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THE DISC, 
S LIKELY 
LL END 
UP LIKE 
you. 


HOWEVER, 
WITHOUT 
HE’ 


IT 
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NOT 


AGAIN WITH 
" WE 
TASK 


HERE WE GO 

YOUR JOB TO 

PERFORM THIS 
MINE 


THE 


LL 


JUST DO IT 
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WE'RE 
GONNA GET 
ANGRY IF 
WE CAN'T 
TAKE THE 
DISC BACK 
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HERE BE 
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A SERVICE 
TO SAVE 
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RECEIVED 
A PUN- 
ISHMEN 
S ONLY 
WOULD BE 
PUNISHED 
FOR YOUR 
ACTIONS. 
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NATURAL YOU 


You 
CALL THAT 


PIECE OF 
SHIT 




















ONE 
DAY... 





FOLLOW 
THE RULES, 
YOU'LL GET 

YOUR POWER 
BACK, AND 
YOU MAY 
EVEN GET 


A YOUR 
~~.) MISERABLE 


LIFE BACK 
SOMEDAY. 














IF YOU DON'T 
L/STEN, NOT 
ONLY WILL /T 
SE BAV FOR 

YOU, BUT I'LL 

TAKE SHIT 
FOR /T TOO. 
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YOU'RE 
a 
FOOL. 
RULE 
NUMBER 
ONE IS 
"THOU 
SHALT 


WITHOUT 
YOUR 
CATALYTIC 
POWER, 
HOW ARE 
| YOU GOING 
= TOBE 
ABLE TO 00 
YOUR JOB? 


WHAT'S 
THE POINT 
4 f f> | OF BEING 
IF I CAN'T ~\ HERE... 
EXACT MY |} 
REVENGE AND 
KILL THE MEN 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MY 
DEATH AND MY 
es. ; | _ ee SISTER'S 
a ee . \ ANNIHILATION? 
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THERE WAS 
THIS DETECTIVE TT 
ONCE WHO TOOK \ 
ON THE MOB. TO |) Pele a 
STOP HIM, THEY |||) aa 

POISONED HIS fs. ae etd alg 
SISTER WITH = || ) WHETHER YOU'RE 
NARCOTICS sy 

i eh PREPARED TO 
ALMOST KILLED “dh 
x FIGHT ALONGSIDE 

HER. BUT HE - 

JUST KEPT) = kT) or eer ENG 

COMING, 60 | i | TO PROVE YOUR 

ip are | INNOCENCE. 


























THEY SET HIM 
uP, ACCUSED 
HIM OF 

MURDER. 
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TAKE A PLEA Ay 
SO HE COULD ihn 
CARE FOR Hi 
HIS SISTER. 
HIS LAWYER 
& CONVINCED 
HIM TO PLEAD 
NOT GUILTY. / 




















































































































NOTHING 
TO LOSE. 
HE WAS 
FOUND 
GUILTY 
AND EX- 
ECUTED. 














BY 
| PLEADING 
~| INNOCENCE? 


PRETTY 
BAD 
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THIS MAN, 
ON THE 

BRINK OF 

DEATH AND 

aN AWAITING 

KILLING S\\\ cE] SALVATION, 
THE Do 4-H Is A SCAPE- 
M4 GOAT. HE'S 


AS LONG 
AS YOU 
HAVE THESE 
CHAINS, YOU 
WON'T 
BE ABLE 
TO SAVE 
JOSHUA. 


HIS NAME 
IS GRAVE 
NORTON. 
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ELDERLY 
ye ACCUSED OF 


BREAKING 
AND 
\ ENTERING... 


YOU, UNABLE 
TO MOVE SO 
MUCH AS 
A PIECE OF 
PAPER, CAN 
HELP DELIVER 
THAT LETTER 


A TO Uls WIFE, 





Dear Mary— 

/ love you and Junior 

$0 much... 

Throw away my belongings 
and please start a new life 
with Junior. 
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$0... 
CHASING 
AFTER 
FRAME AND 
BARNABY? 














THE COUNCIL 
GRANTED YOU 
TO HOLD THE 
MIRACLE 
PERFORMED 
SO YOU CAN 
COMPLETE 
THIS 
MISSION. 














THIS IS 


I HIRED 
HIM 
ONCE. 


BE 
GRATEFUL 











I CAN'T FIND 
ANY TRACES IN 
HIS LOG OF 
REINCARNA- 
TIONS THAT HE 
CARRIES THE 
SAME BLOOD 
OR GENES AS 


“THAT MAN.” Ai 


EMISSARY 

WHO CAN 

PERFORM A \ 
q] miRacte. 





BESIDES, 
IF HE'S AN 
EMISSARY 
WITH THE 
POWER TO 
PERFORM 
MIRACLES, HIS 
SOUL WOULD 
BECOME 
HOLE IN ¢ PURER... 
HIS PAST “3 
LIFE. IT 
DOESN'T 
MAKE 
SENSE. 
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I'M THE 
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REVERSED THEIR 7 3 4 LY : | YET? 
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YOU UN- 
DERSTAND 
WHAT 
THAT 
MEANS, 


I'LL PRAY 
YOU DON'T 
VIOLATE 


YOU SOMEHOW 
MANAGED THE 
PREVIOUS ONE, 
BUT IF YOU FAIL 
AND LET AN 
EMISSARY GET 
ELIMINATED... 


,..YOUR WINGS 
WON'T BE 
THE ONLY BIT 
OF YOU THAT 
YOU'LL LOSE. 


I'M JUST 
FULFILLING 
MY MISSION. 
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‘'T WAN 
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WHERE 
GRAVE HID 
IT. 


THEN 
TELL US 





ra 
N 


og a a a ee 











I REMEMBER 
THAT NAME! 
YOU'RE THAT HIT 
MAN FOR THE 
FRAME 
FAMILY. 
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THE 
MOMENT 
YOU FEEL 

DEATH, 

YOU'LL 
DISAPPEAR 
FROM THIS 

WORLD. 


SAYING 
THAT?! 


VAN/SH! 
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PASSED 
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THROWING 
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THAT 
BASTARD... 
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JOHNNY. 
OR 
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THE CHAINS 
AROUND YOU, 
YOU DON’T ARE YOU | 
HAVE ENOUGH THAT HAPPY RS | 
POWER TO ABOUT BEING | ke 
COMPLETE THE ABLE TO Me ee Oe ee ll 
MISSION YOU TOUCH THINGS 
HAVE NOW. SO, NOW? 
tBroucHT Mmml\ § “XU | [SR |) 6) { ——<*o Lee AS 41/7”. 
YOU A NEW 






ONE. 












AN EASIER 
MISSION. 
EVEN YOU 
SHOULD 
BE ABLE 
TO HANDLE 
THIS. 
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I 
TOLD You 
THAT I'M 
GOING TO 





DO THIS 
MY WAY. 





AREN'T 
YOU IN 
HERE? 



































I'LL BE /N 

DEEP SHIT 
/F I ALLOW 
YOU TO 00 /T 
YOUR WAY! ! 










































































THAT'S THE 
LAWYER 
WHO SENT [ie | 
ME TO THE Him l’ve been appointed to 
HOT SEAT. defend your brother. 
Please call me! 
X12-660-9000 ext.35712 





Rain EVANS. 





BY THE WAY, A 
THE NEXT 
INNOCENT 

YOU'LL NEED 
TO DEFEND 
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I NEED TO 
SEE THE FACE 
OF A FOOL 
WHO GOT 
INCARCERATED 
DESPITE 
BEING INNO- 
CENT. 














HIS SISTER 
SUFFERS 
FROM 
— NARCOTIC 
= POISONING... 


AO 3 

CONTINUES 

= SLEEPING 

- WITHOUT EVER = 
KNOWING = 

THAT HER BIG 

BROTHER IS 
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| DOES SHE \_ 
\| EXPECT ME 
TO DO?! 


Ti il 
































THERE WAS ONCE 
A GUY WHO GOT 
INVOLVED WITH THAT 
ORGANIZATION AND, 
DESPITE HIS BEST 


EFFORTS TO EXPOSE 


THEM, WAS FOUND 
GUILTY AND 
EXECUTED. ~ 














BECAUSE YOU 
WENT AHEAD 
WITHOUT 
LISTENING 
TO ME, YOUR 
ASH BODY IS 
BEING BLOWN 
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THE 
TASTE OF 
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ONE. 
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WORK We, | Ce bal Yeats — SOMEONE 
WITHME. |_LB 7) WHO WAS 

aoe “| EXECUTED 
WHILE BEING 
INNOCENT. 














DID You 
KNOW THAT 
YOUR SISTER 

WAS ATTACKED 
BY FRAME'S i 

MEN? oy, | EVERYBODY 
, A KNOWS ABOUT 
THE MAN WHO 
WOULD DO 
ANYTHING TO 
GET THE REAL 
STORY. YOU 
EVEN WENT 
AFTER SOME 
OF OUR Guys. 
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I'M NOT 
GOING 
TO KILL 
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SUCCEEDS 
IN HIS 
MISSION... 
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YOUR 
WINGS 
WILL BE 
RESTORED.. 
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I TOOK 
CARE OF 
THOSE TOO. 
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AT THIS 
POINT, 
THEY'RE 
DEMANDING 
THE DEATH 
PENALTY. 


WHAT DOES 
THE PUBLIC 
PROSECU- 


| TOR’S OFFICE 


SAY ABOUT 
THAT? 


I TRUST 
THAT 
YOU'LL 
SUCCEED. 


THE 
DEFENDANT 
APPARENTLY 
WANTS TO 
FIGHT UNTIL 
PROVEN 
INNOCENT. 

















WANTED TO 
LET YOU KNOW 
THAT I'VE BEEN 
APPOINTED TO 

REPRESENT 

JOSHUA 
JONES... 


--» THE MAN 
SUSPECTED OF 
MURDERING THE 

SECRETARY 

OF STATE. 
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